Asukayama

Takigi Noh

Thursday 30th October 2025

Doors open: 5:30pm
Performance starts: 6:00pm
Performance ends: 8:20pm (approx)

Venue : Open air stage Asukayama Park
(in case of rain changed to Hokutopia Sakura Hall)

Remarks

Artistic director Yokohama Noh theater

Masayuki NAKAMURA

Purification

Head priest of the Oji Shrine

Mitsushige YAGI

Opening Ceremony - The Lighting of the Bonfire

Mayor of Kita City

Head of Kita City Tourism Association

Head of Kita City Sports Association

Head of Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry,

Kanako YAMADA
Kotaro OMAE
Souya HAYAMA
Mitsuhiro KOSHINO

Kita Chapter

- PROGRAMME -

Kyogen:KAZUMO (mosquito sumo)

Tarokaja Satoshi OKA
Daimyo Mansaku NOMURA
Ka no sei (spirit of mosquito) Go IIDA

Ko Ken (Stage Attendant)

Intermission -

Satoshi OKA

15 minutes

Noh:SEIEN

Mae-shite (Yoshinobu)
Ato-shite (Atsuki, evil sprit)
Shite (Tokutaro)

Waki (Ason)

Omo Ai (Master of tea house)
Ado Ai (Woman Ko)

Ado At (Woman Otsu)

Ko Ken (stage attendants)

Otsuzumi

Kotsuzumi
Fue

Jiutai (Chorus)

Yaemon YAMASHINA
Yoshimaru SEKINE
Saburota KANZE
Kazuyuki FUKUOU
Yukio ISHIDA
Taichiro NOMURA
Tanroh ISHIDA

Takanobu SAKAGUCHI,
Naohiro TAKEDA,
Gashou YAMANAKA

Hirotada KAMEI,
Yuichiro HAYASHI

Seiichi IIDA
Hiroyuki MATSUDA

Kankichirou HISADA,
Koujiro SUMI,

Kohei KAWAGUCHI,
Masamichi YAMAZAKI,
Kengo TANIMOTO,
Kisho UMEWAKA,
Yoshinari SHIMIZU,
Naotaka KAKUTOH

-Story-

Kyogen
KAZUMO

(mosquito sumo)

A Daimyo (regional lord) in search of a new servant sends.his
retainer, Tarogaja, to find a suitable candidate. Tarogaja
encounters a man in the street and brings him back to his lord.
The man claims to be exceptionally skilled at sumo wrestling.
Intrigued and eager for proof, the Daimyo decides to test the
man's strength by challenging him to a match himself.

Unbeknownst to the Daimyo, the man is actually a mosquito that
has taken human form. He has journeyed from Koshu-Moriyama
to Miyako in search of human blood. During the match, the
mosquito-man stings the Daimyo, causing him to become dizzy.
Only then does the Daimyo realise the truth—that his opponent
is not human, but a mosquito in disguise. He struggles to defeat
the creature, but...

Noh tribute
SEIEN

SEIEN is the pseudonym of Eiichi SHIBUSAWA

After the restoration of Imperial rule, Tokutaro SHIBUSAWA, a
visionary, and architect of modern commercial practices, settles
in Shizuoka, where his lord, Yoshinobu TOKUGAWA,

the last Shogun, has retired. One day, Tokutaro receives an
unexpected message from the new government, requesting his
expertise to help rebuild the country. The government recognis-
es the value of his advanced business knowledge and wants him
to contribute to shaping Japan's new economic system.

Caught between his loyalty to the former Shogun, Yoshinobu,
and the allure of using his skills to help reconstruct the nation,
Tokutaro finds himself at a crossroads. Yoshinobu however,
encourages him to embrace the opportunity for the greater good
of society and the people. Moved by this counsel, Tokutaro
decides to travel to Tokyo.

Meanwhile in Tokyo, the high ranking noble (Asomi) Shigenobu
OKUMA is eagerly awaiting Tokutaro's arrival. He organises a
grand welcome banquet for Tokutaro at the Ogiya Chaya, a
renowned tea house in Asukayama. OKUMA indulges in
drinking sake, as he impatiently awaits his guest, while watching
a traditional dance performance entitled ‘Asukayama’. The tea
house master explains the story of the 1,200 cherry trees
blooming in Asukayama, planted by the 8th Shogun, Yoshimune
TOKUGAWA.

Tokutaro arrives just as the story concludes. The two men
begin the banquet together. Tokutaro enjoys the atmosphere
and the sake. As the night wears on, he grows drowsy, particu-
larly as he watches the performance of ‘Oji no Kitsune Bi’, a
dance about the fox spirit. In his drowsy state, Tokutaro drifts
into sleep.

In his dream, Tokutaro is confronted by an evil spirit name
Atsuki. Atsuki attempts to lure Tokutaro into personal greed,
pushing him to prioritise self-interest over the common good.
But Tokutaro, grounded in his belief in Confucian teachings,
resists. He understands that true economic success and growth
must be rooted in good morals and must serve the people, not
just individual gain. His firm conviction in the teachings of
Confucius, particularly the principle of righteousness, protects
him from Atsuki's temptation. The spirit vanishes and Tokutaro
wakes from his dream.

Shaken but resolute, Tokutaro shares his revelation with those
present. He explains that the ‘economy’ should be about helping
people and that economic activity must be aligned with virtuous
conduct. This message was central to his philosophy and was
also revealed in his influential work “The Analects and the
Abacus’.

Determined to make a difference, Tokutaro decides to change his
name to ‘Eiichi’, a name symbolising his wish for the flourishing
of society through the reformation of the nation’s system. With
renewed purpose, Eiichi pledges himself to work for a better
future, and as a symbolic gesture, devotes a dance for world
peace and prosperity.



